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METHODOLOGY 
 

This report covers the results of our research: 1000 total interviews statewide with likely 2010 general 

election voters.  The interviews were conducted May 9-12, 2009. The margin of error for overall results is 
±3.10% and higher amongst subgroups.   

 
Undecideds are 24% of the sample and are defined as anyone was undecided on Congressional election 

ballot (Q7). 

 
For the purposes of this survey, the nation is divided into four regions, as defined by the U.S. Census 

Bureau: 
 

 Northeast (NE): Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and Vermont; which represents 17% of the electorate 

 

 Mid-West (MW): Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota and Wisconsin; which represents 26% of the electorate 

 
 South (S): Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 

Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 

Virginia and West Virginia; which represents 35% of the electorate 
 

 West (W): Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Oregon, 
Utah, Nevada, Washington and Wyoming; which represents 22% of the electorate 
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MAJOR FINDINGS 
 

The debate over immigration reform does not exist in a vacuum, and the economy is clearly the top issue 

facing the country.  Compared with America’s Voice’s November 2008 survey, there is still a great deal of 
economic concern, although the intensity of fear about the economy’s direction has subsided slightly. 

Significantly more voters are concerned about the availability of jobs than they are about wages (which 
the majority of voters say are declining).   

Voters continue to say that illegal immigration is a serious problem, but as we have seen in the past, it is 

not an issue that many cite on a top of mind basis without prompting.  While the media has focused on a 
few loud opponents, the vast majority of voters (two-thirds or more depending on the details) favor 

comprehensive immigration reform, a position that has not wavered in the face of an economic 

downturn.  Key swing voters – those who are undecided on the 2010 Congressional race – also tend to 
support comprehensive reform. 

Since the previous poll in November, support for comprehensive reform has been stable (and high), but 

increasing numbers of voters see the economic benefit of passing comprehensive immigration reform. In 
addition, message testing indicates voters are responsive to messages both about the benefit of stopping 

bad actor employers that undercut honest businesses and the benefit of increasing tax revenue. Voters 
are not as concerned with illegal immigrants taking jobs away from Americans or driving down wages; 

they are troubled by illegal immigrants not paying taxes while collecting taxpayer benefits and the 

unfairness of the system where unscrupulous businesses, big corporations and CEO’s are undercutting 
honest companies and American workers who are struggling to survive the economic downturn.  With 

tighter government budgets and local trusted businesses going under, the poor economy is exacerbating 
problems, and voters are increasingly saying reform immigration should take be enacted immediately.   

 

Voters see the benefit of both putting off immigration reform to focus on dealing with the economy and 
the benefit of addressing both simultaneously – and more say that both should be done at the same time 

and that they are related.   Members of Congress who support reforming immigration while also 

addressing the economy at the same time find a bit more support for their position (especially among 
important Congressional undecided voters) than do those who argue we should address the economy 

first and reform immigration later. 

Support for a Comprehensive Approach 

There is widespread support for a comprehensive approach to solving the issue of illegal immigration.  
Regardless of how we asked voters or the details involved, roughly two thirds or more of voters favor 

comprehensive immigration reform.   

After we secure our borders, crack down on employers who illegally hire, and deport illegal immigrants 
who have committed crimes, nearly 7 in 10 (68%) voters argue that the remaining 12 million illegal 

immigrants should be required to register, meet conditions, and eventually be allowed to apply for 

citizenship, similar to the 67% who maintained the same position in a November 2008 poll.  Even 62% of 
Republicans report that illegal immigrants should be allowed to stay and apply for citizenship.  The other 

30% of voters are divided between forcing the 12 million illegal immigrants to leave the country (20%) 
and allowing them to stay temporarily (10%). 

When given the choice between a comprehensive approach and one that secures the border, stops 

taxpayer benefits, and forces those who broke our laws by entering illegally to leave, 67% prefer 
comprehensive reform while 31% prefer the approach that forces the 12 million remaining illegal 

immigrants to leave, representative a 10 point gain in support for the comprehensive approach since 
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November.  More than 6 in 10 voters in all major demographic subgroups (including all political parties) 

prefer the comprehensive approach over increased enforcement only. 

The issue of taxes is closely tied to feelings on illegal immigration.  When asked which aspect of the issue 
of illegal immigration concerns them the most, half (49%) cite illegal immigrants using taxpayer services.  

Smaller segments of the population are most concerned about the fact that illegal immigrants broke the 
law to enter the country (20%), that they take away American jobs and depress wages (17%), and don’t 

speak English (8%).  So, for many voters the issue of illegal immigration is largely about taxes – both 
how they are spent on services and the benefit that can come from increasing the legal tax base.  It’s not 

a fair system that allows certain people to benefit without contributing, so it needs reform. 

Without giving an explanation of what comprehensive reform means or consists of, nearly two thirds of 

voters (64%) support it.  While the majorities of both parties and Independents support ―comprehensive 
immigration reform,‖ Democrats are more slightly more supportive (67% support) than Republicans 

(63%).  However, when voters are given an explanation as to what would be included in the 
comprehensive reform, Republicans are more supportive than Democrats (though more than 8 in 10 

voters in both groups support it).  This indicates the potential appeal of immigration reform to 
Republicans. This also indicates that it is important to not just label it as comprehensive reform, but to 

make sure to describe what that entails when possible, as it will both increase support overall and appeal 

to more Republicans. 

Requiring all immigrants to register and meet requirements including working, paying taxes, and learning 
English to apply for citizenship appeals to nearly all voters (93% support) and is strongly supported by 3 

out of 4 voters.  The requirement is an important component of immigration reform.  Simply ―allowing‖ 
illegal immigrants to register and meet conditions to apply for citizenship is a weaker argument than 

compelling illegal immigrants to register, even though the difference in the reality of policy may just be 
semantics.  The requirement is key to getting the enthusiastic support of Republicans, and to a lesser 

extent Independents (for Democrats, there is not a big difference).  47% of Republicans strongly support 

―allowing‖ illegal immigrants to register and meet certain conditions to apply for citizenship, while 80% of 
Republicans support ―requiring‖ them to register and meet conditions to apply for citizenship – a 33% 

difference in strong support.  Requiring immigrants to register and meet conditions to apply for 
citizenship also has more appeal than increasing border security (88% total support, 66% strongly 

support) and cracking down on employers who hire illegal immigrants (85% total support, 64% strongly 

support), though all are supported by the vast majority of voters. 

Do you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, strongly oppose this type of 
immigration reform? 

 

All  % Strongly Support 

Strngly 
Supp 

Supp/ 
Opp 

Party ID 

Dem Ind Rep 

Difference +16 +6 +5 +13 +33 
Requiring all illegal immigrants to register with the government and meet 
certain requirements including working, paying taxes and learning English to 
apply for citizenship. 

74 93/7 74 69 80 

Allowing illegal immigrants who register and meet certain requirements, 
including working, paying taxes and learning English to apply for citizenship. 

58 87/13 69 56 47 

 

When voters hear that comprehensive reform entails securing the border, cracking down on employers 

who hire illegals, and requiring illegal immigrants to register for legal status, pay back taxes, and learn 
English to be eligible for U.S. citizenship, 86% support comprehensive reform, with 58% strongly 

supporting it.  With only 7% strongly opposing the plan (14% total oppose), there is little strong 

opposition.  More than 8 in 10 members of all political parties support this form of immigration reform, as 
do nearly 9 in 10 voters undecided as to whom to support in the 2010 Congressional race. 
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This form of comprehensive reform appeals to many because it erases the unfairness many see in illegal 

immigrants receiving benefits without paying taxes.  91% agree that the proposal would help taxpayers 
by making illegal immigrants pay taxes (64% strongly agree) and 81% maintain that the comprehensive 

proposal discussed would be fair to taxpayers (49% strongly agree).  The proposal is seen as a balanced 
approach.  81% and 79% of voters say it would be fair to taxpayers and illegal immigrants, respectively.  

The majority also disagrees with the idea that it would take away jobs from Americans (38% agree, 61% 

disagree).  While slightly more voters declare that it amounts to amnesty than disagree with that notion 
(48% agree, 45% disagree), that is driven more by people who support reform.  So, those most agreeing 

that this proposal is amnesty are also the most likely to believe that amnesty is not a problem – 
Democrats, younger voters, and liberals. 

President Obama is a better messenger on immigration reform than the Democrats in Congress, although 

both are more appealing than Congressional Republicans.  Obama has an 11% edge over Republicans in 
Congress, while Democrats have a 7% advantage.   

Immigration reform provides an opportunity to reach out to Republicans.  While there may be a vocal 

minority of Republicans who oppose comprehensive reform, the vast majority of Republicans support a 
comprehensive approach and are even more supportive than Democrats or Independents.  Republicans 

don’t see their issues being addressed in Washington, but tackling immigration reform would be an 

opportunity to bring them back into the fold and reverse the strong polarization that has been occurring 
under President Obama.  Perhaps if they are included via immigration reform, they will be more open to 

compromise on other issues like health care.  Passing comprehensive reform could provide Obama and 
the Democrats in Congress more cover – by addressing an issue that Republicans see as a Republican 

issue and instituting reform that Republicans support (comprehensive), they will feel more part of the 

process, increasing the sense of good will (and the sense that Washington is solving problems). 

Urgency of action 

With the economic problems that two thirds label a recession (22% call it a depression), illegal 

immigration is viewed as a serious problem that needs immediate attention (though it is not as much a 

top of mind concern as the economy or health care).  American workers and honest businesses are 
struggling to stay afloat, and illegal immigrants are increasingly putting a strain on them through 

collection of taxpayer resources made scarcer by the recession and unethical businesses undercutting 
those acting within the law. 

More than 8 in 10 (81%) of likely voters assert that illegal immigration is a serious problem (46% call it a 

very serious problem), up slightly from 78% in November 2008.  Republicans (92% serious problem), 
seniors (91%), and Southern voters are most concerned.  With a recession, housing crisis, out of control 

health care costs, and wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, a 56% majority still considers illegal immigration a 

high priority for Congress, with only 14% calling it a low priority (29% say it is a medium priority).  
Republicans (70% high priority) are the most likely to claim that solving illegal immigration should be a 

high priority, followed by Independents (57%) and Democrats (44%). 

Most voters say they would like immigration reform to take place this year.   72% of voters support 
Congress tackling immigration reform this year and not waiting until later (42% strongly support), while 

27% oppose Congressional action this year.  Support for reform this year rises to 79% after we give 
voters messages in support of action. 

In a choice between the argument that the economy is in trouble and should be the President and 

Congress’ focus and the claim that the economic crisis makes it more crucial than ever that we solve the 

immigration issues, 57% support the notion that the economy makes addressing immigration more 
urgent and 39% prefer the idea that we should focus on the economy.  This is a reversal from November 

when more voters said we should focus on the economy (45% concentrate on the economy, 43% 
economic crisis makes it more important to tackle immigration).  There were slight wording differences 
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between the two polls, but it is evident there has been movement toward a feeling that the economy 

makes it more urgent that we tackle immigration reform. 

By 59% to 39%, voters favor the idea that Congress can handle multiple issues at the same time and 
should tackle immigration reform this year over the notion that Congress has too much on its plate this 

year with the economy and health care reform and should wait and tackle immigration reform later.  60% 
of voters undecided on the next Congressional election and 63% of Independents prefer Congress acting 

this year since they can handle multiple issues at once, key groups for the re-election chances of 
incumbent members.  A Member of Congress who argues that we can address immigration reform and 

deal with the economy at the same time has a 25% advantage over a Member who contends that before 

we address immigration reform, we have to deal with the economy so immigration reform may have to 
wait until next year or longer (75% more favorable/22% less favorable and 62%/34% respectively).  

Among those undecided as to which party’s candidate to support in the next congressional election, 84% 
are more favorable toward a Member of Congress who says we can deal with the economy and 

immigration at the same time, while 14% are less favorable – net 70% more favorable for action now 

(42% more net favorable than for a Member who says economy first). 

The message testing makes clear that addressing the unfairness of the current system for taxpayers, 

honest businesses, and American workers is the most effective approach for rallying people to support 

reform.  The most effective messages had a common pro-economy theme – that reform will help 
business by stopping bad actor companies from hiring workers illegally and that reform will increase tax 

revenue.  Despite support for cracking down on businesses, this pro-growth fairness argument is more 
effective than one that focuses on punishing unscrupulous employers. 

Targeting 

Through messaging, the percentage of people who support Congress acting this year on immigration 

reform increased from 72% to 77% and those strongly supporting Congressional action went from 42% 
to 49%.  Certain groups are more open to persuasion and provide efficient targeting opportunities to put 

pressure on Congress to pass immigration reform this year. 

 Voters who are open to persuasion on the issue of CIR tend to be those who say the economy is 

their main concern and those who see the economy as currently in a recession, which 
underscores why the best messages for CIR focus on its potential economic benefits. 

 Voters in the Northeast – while Northeastern voters make up the smallest region in the country 

(17% of all voters), they comprise 24% of those open to persuasion. 

o The South and the Midwest are the areas least open to persuasion (61% of voters live in 

these regions, so while they are less efficient, they shouldn’t be forgotten altogether). 

 6 in 10 (59%) of those open to America’s Voice’s message of the urgency of congressional action 

are women. 

 Younger voters (those under age 50) are a particularly good target for persuasion.  53% of 

voters are under 50, while 68% of persuadables fit in that age category, accounting for 9 points 
of movement on support for Congressional action this year. 

 Downscale voters are more open to persuasion efforts than those earning more.  56% of 

persuadables report that their household earns less than $50,000 per year, while 44% of all likely 

voters earn less than $50,000.  



 
 America’s Voice Immigration Survey #1657 

7 

 

REFORM BALLOTS 
 
“Comprehensive Immigration” Reform (No Description) 

 

Do you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, strongly oppose Congress passing 

comprehensive immigration reform? 

Q21 
All 

Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +43 +40 +40 +46 +48 +41 +41 +44 +45 +40 +50 +43 +39 +46 

Total Support 64 58 64 64 67 62 63 64 66 61 65 66 61 65 

Strongly support 31 33 32 29 29 31 32 25 33 43 31 30 28 34 

Somewhat support 33 25 31 35 38 31 31 39 33 18 35 36 33 30 

Total Oppose 21 18 24 18 19 21 22 20 21 21 15 23 22 19 

Somewhat oppose 10 8 12 9 10 11 10 12 8 8 9 10 12 8 

Strongly oppose 10 10 12 9 9 10 12 8 13 14 6 13 10 11 

Don’t know 16 24 13 18 14 17 15 16 14 18 20 11 16 16 
 
 

Comprehensive Immigration Reform – with Details 

 

One version of immigration reform that people have discussed would take a comprehensive approach.  It 

would secure the border, crack down on employers who hire illegal immigrants, and require illegal 

immigrants to register for legal immigration status, pay back taxes, and learn English in order to be 
eligible for U.S. citizenship. 

Q26 
All 

Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +72 +73 +74 +69 +70 +69 +78 +74 +69 +72 +83 +71 +73 +63 

Total Support 86 86 87 84 85 84 89 87 84 85 91 85 86 81 

Strongly support 58 55 58 57 57 52 65 57 58 58 56 58 61 52 

Somewhat support 28 31 29 27 27 32 24 30 26 27 35 27 25 29 

Total Oppose 14 13 13 15 15 15 11 13 15 13 8 14 13 18 

Somewhat oppose 6 5 7 6 10 4 4 7 5 5 3 6 6 9 

Strongly oppose 7 7 6 9 5 11 6 6 10 8 5 8 7 9 

Don’t know 1 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 0 2 1 1 0 1 
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Act Now, Don‟t Wait Ballot Progression 

 

Do you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, strongly oppose 

Congress tackling immigration reform this year and not waiting until later? 

 

Initial 
(Q39) 

Pro Reform 
Messages (Q50) 

Δ 

Difference +45 +58 +13 
Total Support 72 79 +7 
Strongly support 42 49 +7 
Somewhat support 29 30 +1 
Total Oppose 27 21 -6 
Somewhat oppose 16 11 -5 
Strongly oppose 11 9 -2 
Don’t know 2 1 -1 

 

 
Act Now, Don‟t Wait – Initially 

 

Do you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, strongly oppose Congress tackling 
immigration reform this year and not waiting until later? 

Q39 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +45 +41 +49 +42 +36 +48 +53 +41 +48 +52 +34 +41 +57 +40 

Total Support 72 69 74 70 67 73 76 70 73 75 65 70 78 69 

Strongly support 42 42 48 37 39 41 48 36 45 56 33 40 51 39 

Somewhat support 29 27 26 32 28 32 28 34 28 19 32 30 27 31 

Total Oppose 27 28 25 28 31 25 23 29 25 23 31 29 21 29 

Somewhat oppose 16 19 14 17 17 15 14 18 14 12 20 16 13 16 

Strongly oppose 11 9 11 11 13 11 9 11 11 11 11 13 9 13 

Don’t know 2 3 1 2 2 2 1 1 2 2 4 1 1 2 

 
 

Act Now, Don‟t Wait after Pro Reform Messages   

 

Given what you have just heard, do you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, strongly 

oppose Congress tackling immigration reform this year and not waiting until later? 

Q50 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +58 +59 +61 +55 +47 +59 +69 +58 +55 +64 +57 +52 +65 +55 

Total Support 79 79 80 77 73 79 84 79 77 81 78 75 82 77 

Strongly support 49 45 53 45 42 49 56 42 52 63 46 43 56 45 

Somewhat support 30 34 27 32 31 30 28 37 25 19 32 32 26 32 

Total Oppose 21 20 19 22 26 20 15 21 22 17 21 23 17 22 

Somewhat oppose 11 14 10 13 15 10 9 12 13 8 12 15 9 10 

Strongly oppose 9 6 9 9 12 9 6 10 8 9 9 8 8 12 

Don’t know 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 2 1 1 2 1 0 

 

Margin from Initial +13 +18 +12 +13 +11 +11 +16 +17 +7 +12 +23 +11 +8 +15 
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POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
Congressional Ballot  
 

If next year’s election for the House of Representatives were held today, would you vote for the:  (IF DON’T 

KNOW) Which candidate do you lean toward: 

Q7-8 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +4 n/a -1 +7 +79 +1 -81 +8 -3 +2 +2 +5 -4 +14 
Democratic candidate 40 n/a 36 43 82 30 2 43 35 38 39 39 35 48 

Republican candidate 36 n/a 37 36 3 29 83 35 38 36 37 34 39 34 

Don’t know 24 100 27 21 15 41 16 22 27 26 25 27 25 18 

 

Difference +2 -4 -5 +8 +85 -3 -89 +6 -6 +2 0 +1 -4 +14 
Dem candidate w/leaners 44 18 39 48 90 33 2 47 39 42 42 42 41 51 

Rep candidate w/leaners 42 22 44 40 5 36 91 41 45 40 42 41 45 37 

Don’t know 15 60 17 12 5 31 7 12 16 19 16 17 14 11 

 
 

Nation Direction 

 

In general, do you think that things in the nation are heading in the right direction or are they 

headed off on the wrong track? 

Q5 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +9 +7 +4 +12 +74 +2 -60 +9 +7 +8 +13 +11 -3 +19 
Right Direction 51 48 49 52 84 47 17 51 51 49 53 52 45 56 

Wrong track 42 41 45 40 10 45 77 42 44 41 40 41 48 37 

Don’t know 7 11 6 8 6 9 6 7 5 10 7 7 7 6 

 

 



 
 America’s Voice Immigration Survey #1657 

10 

Most Important Issue - Tracking 

 

What two or three issues or problems would you say are the 

most important things that the President and Congress should 

focus on? 

 Nov 2008 May 2009 Δ 

Economy 74 66 -8 
Health Care 24 33 +9 
Iraq 30 19 -11 
    

Immigration 10 7 -3 
 
 

Most Important Issue 
 

What two or three issues or problems would you say are the most important things that the President 

and Congress should focus on? 

Q6 
Ranked by All 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Economy 66 66 69 64 70 66 61 69 68 56 69 69 63 66 

Health Care 33 33 27 40 44 31 23 30 35 38 36 36 33 28 

Iraq 19 16 18 20 23 16 19 20 19 16 16 22 18 20 

Education 18 18 12 24 25 16 12 22 14 13 20 19 13 23 

Budget 12 14 16 9 8 16 13 12 14 13 11 10 15 13 

Defense/Security 11 12 14 8 5 14 15 12 12 6 15 7 14 9 

Immigration 7 8 6 7 5 7 9 6 7 9 7 6 8 7 

Government Reform 7 7 7 6 2 9 9 4 8 12 5 5 8 8 

Taxes 7 1 6 9 5 5 13 8 9 5 8 6 8 6 

International 6 7 8 4 7 6 5 8 5 5 8 4 7 6 

Energy 4 6 5 4 5 5 3 5 6 2 7 3 5 3 

Seniors 4 4 3 6 5 5 4 2 4 11 4 4 5 4 

Values 4 3 3 5 3 2 8 5 4 3 7 3 4 3 

Environment 4 2 4 4 7 3 1 5 3 2 7 1 4 5 

Crime 3 4 3 3 4 4 2 4 3 2 1 5 4 2 

Abortion 3 2 3 4 1 2 8 3 4 3 2 3 4 4 

Housing 3 0 3 3 6 1 2 3 3 3 2 4 3 3 

Transportation 1 2 2 1 2 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 

Other 4 3 4 3 3 3 5 4 3 3 2 4 4 4 

Don’t know 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 0 1 4 1 2 1 1 
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STATE OF THE ECONOMY AND ITS FUTURE 
 

Economic Conditions in U.S. 
 

How would you describe economic conditions in this country right now? 

Q9 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 
Nov 
„08 M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference -90 -95 -90 -92 -90 -92 -91 -90 -92 -90 -96 -90 -90 -89 -88 
Total Exc/Good 5 2 5 4 5 4 4 5 4 5 2 5 5 5 6 

Excellent 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 

Good 4 2 4 4 5 4 4 5 3 5 2 4 5 5 4 

Total Fair/Poor 95 97 95 96 95 96 95 95 96 95 98 95 95 94 94 

Fair 33 36 34 32 37 31 30 33 31 35 37 31 32 34 22 

Poor 62 62 62 63 58 65 65 62 65 60 61 65 63 61 72 

Don’t know 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
 

 
U.S. Economy 

 

Do you think the United States economy is just having a few problems, is in a recession, or is in a 
depression? 

Q10 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 
Nov 
„08 M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Just having a 
few problems 

10 7 10 10 11 6 13 10 9 12 9 10 9 12 10 

In a recession 66 67 68 65 69 67 62 70 64 57 69 68 63 67 72 

In a depression 22 22 20 23 19 25 21 18 24 29 20 21 25 19 16 

None/other 1 2 1 1 0 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 

Don’t know 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 
*Nov ‟08 was only asked of respondents that said the economy was in fair/poor condition or were 

undecided on the economic condition 

 
Place in Economy 

 

Which of the following is closest to how you feel about your place in the economy? 

Q11 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

You are getting 

ahead 
9 7 11 7 9 8 8 11 7 4 7 6 7 15 

You are staying 

about the same 
56 54 56 56 59 55 55 54 55 66 53 59 59 51 

You are falling 
behind 

35 39 33 37 33 37 37 36 38 31 40 35 34 34 

Don’t know 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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American Wages 

 

If you take into account the cost of living, are American wages on average: 

Q12 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Increasing 8 5 7 9 7 8 9 7 7 10 8 7 7 9 

Decreasing 53 60 52 53 56 50 52 53 56 48 52 53 54 52 

Staying the same 36 29 39 33 34 38 37 39 34 32 36 36 36 36 

Don’t know 3 5 2 5 3 4 3 2 3 10 4 4 3 3 

 

 
American Economy 
 

Do you think America’s economy is getting: 

Q13 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Better 26 24 25 26 36 22 19 28 23 25 29 21 26 29 

Worse 43 43 42 45 31 44 56 43 43 43 39 46 44 41 

Not changing 29 28 31 27 31 31 24 27 33 29 30 30 29 27 

Don’t know 2 4 2 2 2 3 1 2 1 3 2 3 2 3 

 

 
Creating Jobs vs. Increase Wages 
 

Which is more important to you: 

Q14 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Creating new jobs 84 83 83 85 84 84 84 80 88 89 85 83 86 82 

Increasing the 

wages of jobs 

people hold now 

13 13 14 12 14 13 13 18 9 7 13 15 10 16 

Don’t know 3 4 2 3 2 3 3 2 3 4 2 2 3 2 
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ATTITUDES TOWARD THE ISSUE OF IMMIGRATION 
 

Point of View – Democrats vs. Republicans in Congress 

 

Whose approach to immigration reform more closely reflects your point of view? 

Q15 
N = 504 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +7 +5 0 +12 +70 +8 -69 +14 -5 +3 -1 +8 +8 +9 
The Democrats 
in Congress 

42 29 39 44 79 35 6 49 31 37 42 38 44 43 

The Republicans 

in Congress 
35 24 39 32 9 27 75 35 36 34 43 30 36 34 

Both equally 2 3 3 1 1 4 1 1 3 2 1 3 2 2 

Neither 9 21 11 6 3 18 5 4 14 13 5 9 9 10 

Don’t know 12 23 8 16 8 16 14 10 15 16 9 20 10 11 

 
 
Point of View – Obama vs. Republicans in Congress 

 

Whose approach to immigration reform more closely reflects your point of view? 

Q16 
N = 496 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +11 +9 +9 +14 +74 +3 -54 +15 +10 +3 +6 +19 -2 +26 
President Obama 45 35 43 47 81 37 11 46 44 43 40 48 39 53 

The Republicans 
in Congress 

34 26 34 33 7 34 65 31 34 40 34 29 41 27 

Both equally 1 2 2 0 1 0 2 1 1 1 3 0 1 0 

Neither 7 15 9 6 3 9 11 5 10 10 13 6 6 7 

Don’t know 13 22 13 14 9 20 10 17 10 7 11 16 13 12 

 

 
View of Illegal Immigration 

 

In your view, is illegal immigration a very serious problem facing this country, a somewhat serious problem, a little 

serious, or not at all a serious problem? 

Q17 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 
Nov 
„08 M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +62 +69 +56 +68 +38 +68 +84 +53 +66 +82 +58 +67 +64 +54 +57 

Total Serious Problem 81 84 78 84 69 84 92 76 83 91 79 83 82 77 78 

Very serious 46 45 46 46 33 46 61 37 52 62 41 45 50 44 43 

Somewhat serious 35 39 32 38 36 38 31 40 31 29 39 38 32 33 35 

Total Not Serious Problem 19 15 22 16 31 16 8 23 17 9 21 16 18 23 21 

A little serious 12 11 14 11 19 9 8 14 12 8 15 10 11 16 13 

Not at all serious 6 5 8 5 11 6 1 9 4 1 6 6 7 6 8 

Don’t know 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
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Priority – Solving Illegal Immigration 

 

Now thinking about all the issues that Congress is facing, how high a priority should solving the issue of illegal 

immigration be, compared to all the other issues – should it be the single highest priority, a very high priority, a 

high priority, a medium priority, or a low priority for Congress? 

Q18 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 
Nov 
„08 M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Total High Priority 56 55 56 56 44 57 70 52 59 65 52 55 57 59 57 

Single highest 2 3 3 2 2 3 2 2 2 4 2 2 2 3 5 

A very high priority 20 18 21 19 12 19 31 17 24 23 18 19 23 18 27 

A high priority 34 34 32 35 30 35 37 33 33 38 32 34 32 38 25 

Total Medium/Low Priority 43 45 43 43 56 44 29 49 40 32 48 45 42 40 42 

A medium priority 29 31 29 29 34 28 26 33 26 24 32 29 31 24 27 

A low priority 14 14 14 14 22 16 3 16 14 8 16 16 11 16 15 

Don’t know 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 1 1 1 

 

 

 
Illegal Immigration – Biggest Concern 

 

Which of the following is most concerning about illegal immigration? 

Q20 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Illegal immigrants take 

jobs away from Americans 
and depress wages. 

17 15 17 17 22 15 14 20 13 15 16 18 19 14 

Illegal immigrants use 
taxpayer services and 

don’t pay taxes. 

49 47 45 51 43 51 53 51 51 39 55 44 50 46 

Illegal immigrants don‟t 
speak English and don’t 

assimilate into our culture. 

8 7 9 7 10 7 7 7 8 10 5 8 9 8 

Illegal immigrants broke 
the law by entering the 

country illegally. 

20 21 20 20 15 22 23 17 21 28 19 20 20 21 

Don’t know 6 10 8 5 9 6 4 6 7 7 6 10 2 10 
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IMMIGRATION REFORM 
 

 
What to Do with 12 Million who Remain 

 

Most Members of Congress agree that to deal with the problem of illegal immigration, we need to make our borders 
secure, crack down on employers who knowingly hire illegal immigrants, and deport illegal immigrants who commit 

crimes.  In addition to these steps, what should be done about the 12 million illegal immigrants who will remain 
in the country: 

Q19 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 
Nov 
„08 M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

They must leave the country. 20 23 22 19 12 22 28 18 21 23 15 21 22 21 14 
They should be legally allowed 
to stay on a temporary basis 
but not allowed to become U.S. 
citizens. 

10 9 11 9 11 11 8 10 8 13 7 11 12 8 13 

They should be required to 
register, meet certain 
conditions, and eventually be 
allowed to apply for citizenship. 

68 65 66 70 75 66 62 70 68 62 74 67 65 71 67 

Don’t know 2 3 1 2 2 1 2 1 3 2 4 1 1 1 5 
*Language has changed slightly since previous poll 

 

 
Elements of Immigration Reform 

 

Do you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, strongly oppose this type of immigration reform? 

Q22-25 
Ranked by Strongly Supp 

Strngly 
Supp 

Supp/ 
Opp 

% Strongly Support 

Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Requiring all illegal 
immigrants to register 
with the government and 
meet certain 
requirements including 
working, paying taxes 
and learning English to 
apply for citizenship. 

74 93/7 68 73 75 74 69 80 74 74 74 69 79 77 67 

Increasing security on 
the U.S. - Mexico border. 

66 88/11 63 68 65 55 66 80 61 70 76 65 69 68 61 

Cracking down on 
employers who hire 
illegal immigrants. 

64 85/14 69 66 61 63 65 64 59 70 66 55 67 71 56 

Allowing illegal 
immigrants who register 
and meet certain 
requirements, including 
working, paying taxes 
and learning English to 
apply for citizenship. 

58 87/13 53 58 58 69 56 47 57 62 52 61 53 57 62 

*Q24 and Q25 were split sampled.  Q24=504 and Q25=496 
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Comprehensive Immigration Reform - Effects 
 

One version of immigration reform that people have discussed would take a comprehensive approach.  It would 
secure the border, crack down on employers who hire illegal immigrants, and require illegal immigrants to 

register for legal immigration status, pay back taxes, and learn English in order to be eligible for U.S. citizenship. 

 
Do you agree or disagree that this proposal…?  Is that strongly or somewhat? 

Q27-32 
Ranked by Strongly Supp 

Strngly 
Agree 

Agree/ 
Disagree 

% Strongly Agree 

Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Would help taxpayers by 
making illegal immigrants 
pay taxes. 

64 91/8 63 62 66 64 61 69 64 65 66 61 63 72 57 

Would be fair to 

taxpayers. 
49 81/17 47 47 51 47 48 52 48 52 46 45 50 52 46 

Would reduce illegal 
hiring and exploitation. 

47 80/17 46 48 47 45 47 51 45 52 48 45 49 53 39 

Would be fair to illegal 
immigrants. 

45 79/17 42 44 47 41 45 51 43 48 47 43 45 51 39 

Would take away 
American jobs. 

18 38/61 17 20 17 20 16 19 15 19 26 11 19 24 15 

Amounts to amnesty for 
illegal immigrants. 

17 48/45 14 17 17 14 21 16 17 17 18 13 16 17 22 

 

 

Comprehensive Reform vs. Secure the Border 
 

Now I’d like to read you a pair of statements about the issue of immigration reform.  Of the two, please tell 
me which statement is closer to your own views. Which is closer to your view? Is that much closer or 

somewhat closer? 

 
A: We need a comprehensive approach that secures the border, cracks down on employers who hire illegal 

immigrants, and requires all illegal immigrants to register with the government and meet requirements to 
become legal, including working, paying taxes and learning English. 

 

B: We need to secure our border, stop giving taxpayer funded benefits to illegal immigrants, and make sure 
that those who broke our laws by entering this country illegally are forced to leave. 

Q36 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 
Nov 
„08 M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +36 +25 +29 +42 +47 +33 +26 +43 +31 +23 +58 +36 +27 +34 +29 

Total Statement A 67 62 64 70 73 66 62 71 64 61 79 67 63 66 57 

Much closer 39 32 36 42 48 34 34 40 39 35 45 37 35 42 44 

Somewhat closer 29 29 28 29 25 32 28 31 26 27 34 29 28 24 13 

Total Statement B 31 37 35 28 26 33 36 28 33 38 21 31 36 32 28 

Much closer 21 23 22 21 17 21 26 20 22 25 11 23 25 22 21 

Somewhat closer 10 13 13 7 8 11 10 8 12 13 10 8 11 10 8 

Don’t know 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 1 2 1 0 2 1 2 1 
*Language has changed slightly since previous poll 
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TIMING OF REFORM 
 
 

Member of Congress – Economy then Immigration 
 

Would you be much more favorable, somewhat more favorable, somewhat less favorable, much less favorable 
toward a Member of Congress who said that before we address immigration reform we have to deal with the 

economy, so reform of illegal immigration may have to wait until next year or longer? 

Q33 
N = 504 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +28 +28 +14 +41 +47 +31 +3 +43 +21 0 +35 +21 +31 +27 

Total More Favorable 62 61 55 69 72 63 50 70 59 47 65 59 63 63 

Much more favorable 31 29 27 34 41 29 20 35 25 25 37 23 31 35 

Somewhat more favorable 32 32 28 34 31 34 30 34 33 22 28 36 32 28 

Total Less Favorable 34 33 41 28 25 32 47 27 38 47 30 38 32 36 

Somewhat less favorable 15 12 18 11 15 11 19 13 18 12 17 19 11 13 

Much less favorable 19 21 22 17 10 22 27 14 20 35 13 18 21 24 

No difference 1 2 2 1 0 2 2 1 3 0 1 2 1 1 

Don’t know 2 3 2 3 3 3 2 2 1 6 4 1 4 1 
 

 

Member of Congress – Economy and Immigration 
 

Would you be much more favorable, somewhat more favorable, somewhat less favorable, much less favorable 
toward a Member of Congress who said that we can address immigration reform and deal with the economy 

at the same time, so reform of illegal immigration should be addressed this year? 

Q34 
N = 496 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +53 +70 +56 +51 +35 +65 +63 +49 +62 +56 +51 +51 +57 +53 

Total More Favorable 75 84 76 74 66 80 81 73 79 77 74 74 77 74 

Much more favorable 37 33 41 33 32 40 39 33 38 45 33 27 44 39 

Somewhat more favorable 38 51 35 41 34 40 42 39 41 32 41 47 33 35 

Total Less Favorable 22 14 20 23 31 15 18 24 17 21 23 23 20 21 

Somewhat less favorable 13 8 13 14 22 7 11 17 6 13 13 15 14 11 

Much less favorable 8 6 7 9 9 8 7 7 10 8 10 8 6 10 

No difference 2 2 2 1 2 2 1 1 4 0 2 3 1 1 

Don’t know 1 0 1 1 1 3 0 2 1 1 1 0 1 4 
 
 

Congress and Immigration Reform – Wait vs. Take On This Year 
 

Which is closer to your view of Congress: 

Q35 
All 

Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

With the economy and health care 
reform already on Congress’ plate 

for this year, they should wait and 
tackle immigration reform later. 

39 38 37 41 48 35 34 44 37 30 43 43 35 38 

Congress can handle multiple 

issues at the same time.  They 
should tackle immigration reform 

this year. 

59 60 62 57 51 63 65 56 61 66 55 54 65 60 

Don’t know 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 4 2 3 0 1 
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Immigration in this Economy 

 

Which is closer to how you think about the issue of immigration and this economy? 

Q37 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 
Nov 
„08 M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

We would be better off if people 
who are in the United States 
illegally left the country because 
they are taking away jobs that 
Americans need. 

26 26 27 25 20 29 30 22 28 35 16 30 29 25 21 

We would be better off if people 
who are in the United States 
illegally became legal taxpayers 
so they pay their fair share. 

71 69 69 73 79 68 65 76 68 62 80 68 69 70 62 

Both 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 2 1 1 1 12 

Neither 2 3 2 1 0 2 3 1 2 1 2 1 2 2 4 

Don’t know 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 2 1 0 1 0 1 2 
 
 
 

Focus – Economy vs. Immigration 

 

Now I’d like to read you a pair of statements.  Of the two, please tell me which statement is closer to your 

own views.  Which is closer to your view? Is that much closer or somewhat closer? 

 
A: With the economic situation in this country so bad right now, this just isn't the time to worry about 

fixing immigration. The world economy is in turmoil, and the President and Congress need to focus on 
getting things back on track before more Americans lose their jobs or their homes. 

 

B: The economic crisis we are currently in makes it more crucial than ever that we solve our immigration 
problems. We must pass a comprehensive approach that secures the border, cracks down on employers 

who knowingly hire illegal immigrants, and requires all illegal immigrants to register with the government, 
undergo background checks, and pay back taxes to earn legal immigration status.  They would have to 

meet additional conditions in order to become citizens including learning English and continuing to work 
and pay taxes. If we do this, we will ensure that all Americans get higher wages and move 12 million illegal 

immigrants out of the shadows and onto the tax rolls. 

Q38 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 
Nov 
„08 M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference -18 -15 -23 -13 -1 -24 -31 -19 -18 -17 -24 -18 -24 -3 +2 
Total Statement A 39 40 37 41 48 35 32 39 39 37 37 39 36 46 45 

Much closer 21 19 20 22 26 19 18 20 23 21 20 24 20 21 34 

Somewhat closer 18 22 16 19 22 16 14 19 17 16 17 15 16 25 11 

Total Statement B 57 55 60 54 49 59 63 58 57 54 61 57 60 49 43 

Much closer 35 31 40 30 34 30 40 35 35 33 34 34 39 29 14 

Somewhat closer 22 24 20 24 15 28 23 22 22 21 27 23 21 19 30 

Don’t know 4 5 4 5 2 6 5 3 4 9 2 5 5 6 3 
*Language has changed slightly since previous poll 



 
 America’s Voice Immigration Survey #1657 

19 

 

PRO REFORM THIS YEAR MESSAGES 
 
Text of Positive Messages – in order of effectiveness 
 
Undercut Employers 
Currently, law-abiding employers are undercut by bad-actor competitors who underpay workers without papers and 
pay them off the books in order to win business.  Under immigration reform, all workers will be legal and 
unscrupulous employers who try to gain an advantage by violating immigration, labor and tax laws will be penalized 
severely, creating a level playing field for honest employers and all workers. 
 
Restore Fairness 
Fixing our immigration system is a critical component of fixing our economy.  It will increase tax payments, restore 
fairness to the system when all workers and employers are on the books, and level the playing field for all. 
 

Fewer Contributions to Social Security 
Every moment we wait means lost tax revenue and fewer contributions to the already near bankrupt Medicare and 
Social Security trust funds.  It is estimated that over the next 50 years new, legal immigrants entering the U.S. would 
add 407 billion dollars to the Social Security system. 

 
Broken System - Guidelines 
The immigration system is broken, and we must fix it now before even more illegal immigrants enter the country.  
We cannot afford to wait any longer for immigration reform that secures the border, cracks down on employers who 
hire illegal immigrants, and requires all illegal immigrants to register and meet certain requirements to become legal 
and be eligible to apply for citizenship, including working, paying taxes and learning English. 
 
Corporations 
The only reason we haven’t fixed this problem yet is that Big Business likes having cheap labor.  Big corporations and 
CEOs have been calling the shots and using their money and lobbyists to block a solution.  It’s time to reform 
immigration and make the system work for American workers, not CEO’s. 

 
New Revenue 
The Congressional Budget office estimated that bringing the existing undocumented workforce into the system would 
add 66 billion dollars in new revenue over ten years, as more employers and more workers pay their fair share in 
taxes. 
 
Broken System 
The broken immigration system is a symbol of how Washington has been avoiding tough problems for too long.  
With a new President, it’s time to turn the page on partisan gridlock and get things done. 
 
Improve Economy 
When immigrants become legal workers, they earn more and improve the economic health of the U.S.  A study after 
immigration reform in the 1980s found that the hourly wage of newly legal workers increased 15 percent within five 
years.  With higher salaries, immigrants buy more goods and services and pay more taxes, creating jobs and 
reducing the deficit. 
 
Workers Falling Behind 
While everything has been getting more and more expensive—from health care to gas to groceries—American 
workers have been falling behind.  If we don’t fix our immigration system, employers will continue to hire cheap, 
illegal labor instead of putting Americans back to work at good paying jobs. 
  
Crack Down on Employers 
Immigration reform will crack down on bad actor employers who exploit workers and undermine the wages of all.  It 
will reverse the race to the bottom of the economic scale, increase the bargaining power of all workers, and lift 
wages for American and immigrant workers alike.    
 
 

 

http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/72xx/doc7208/s2611.pdf
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Does this make you much more likely, somewhat more likely, somewhat less likely, much less likely to support 

Congress tackling immigration reform this year? 

Q40-49 
Ranked by Much More Lkly  

Much 
More 
Lkly 

More 
Lkly/ 
Less 
Lkly 

% Much More Likely 

Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Undercut Employers 49 83/15 49 52 46 53 51 43 42 54 64 46 51 51 46 

Restore Fairness 45 78/20 44 44 46 48 40 46 43 44 53 38 41 53 41 
Fewer Contributions to Social 
Security 

43 76/21 44 45 41 40 41 48 40 43 52 43 38 46 43 

Broken System - Guidelines 43 75/23 40 42 44 41 43 45 39 42 55 33 44 51 37 

Corporations 43 71/27 42 42 44 46 44 40 40 42 55 45 39 46 42 

New Revenue 38 79/19 34 40 36 39 37 36 34 40 44 35 35 43 33 

Broken System 35 73/24 37 37 32 35 39 29 28 37 49 36 34 36 32 

Improve Economy 34 76/21 35 33 35 35 30 37 33 35 34 31 29 37 36 

Workers Falling Behind 33 64/34 35 32 35 30 35 35 28 36 43 34 31 33 35 

Crack Down on Employers 27 70/26 27 30 25 32 25 24 24 28 33 25 25 34 21 

 

 
Ballot after Pro Reform Messages 
 

Given what you have just heard, do you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, 

strongly oppose Congress tackling immigration reform this year and not waiting until later? 

Q50 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +58 +59 +61 +55 +47 +59 +69 +58 +55 +64 +57 +52 +65 +55 

Total Support 79 79 80 77 73 79 84 79 77 81 78 75 82 77 

Strongly support 49 45 53 45 42 49 56 42 52 63 46 43 56 45 

Somewhat support 30 34 27 32 31 30 28 37 25 19 32 32 26 32 

Total Oppose 21 20 19 22 26 20 15 21 22 17 21 23 17 22 

Somewhat oppose 11 14 10 13 15 10 9 12 13 8 12 15 9 10 

Strongly oppose 9 6 9 9 12 9 6 10 8 9 9 8 8 12 

Don’t know 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 2 1 1 2 1 0 

 

Margin from Initial 
Ballot 

+13 +18 +12 +13 +11 +11 +16 +17 +7 +12 +23 +11 +8 +15 
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VISAS 
 

Increase Visas 
 

Some have said that our legal immigration system is broken, and we don’t have a reasonable way of 

bringing in foreign workers when we need them.  They propose increasing the number of temporary 
visas for workers when companies are unable to find Americans to fill available jobs.  Do you strongly 

support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, strongly oppose increasing the number of temporary 
worker visas when companies cannot find American workers to take the jobs? 

Q51 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +9 -4 +14 +6 +5 +11 +13 +6 +9 +19 +23 +3 -1 +24 

Total Support 54 47 57 52 52 55 56 53 54 58 61 51 49 62 

Strongly support 21 19 22 20 23 22 18 18 23 29 28 17 18 28 

Somewhat support 33 29 34 32 29 33 38 35 32 29 33 35 31 34 

Total Oppose 45 51 43 46 47 44 43 47 45 39 38 48 50 38 

Somewhat oppose 16 18 12 20 19 14 16 19 17 7 17 17 17 13 

Strongly oppose 28 34 31 26 28 30 27 28 28 32 20 31 32 26 

Don’t know 1 1 0 2 1 1 1 0 1 3 1 1 2 0 

 

 
Commission 
 

Some have said that our legal immigration system is broken, and we don’t have a realistic way to 

determine actual labor market needs and regulate the number of foreign workers we accept accordingly.  
They propose establishing a commission to oversee work visa programs and ensure that the number of 

foreign workers is related to the economic needs of our nation.  The commission would determine the 

number of visas to be given out each year based on actual labor market needs, unemployment patterns, 
and changing economic and demographic trends.  Do you strongly support, somewhat support, 

somewhat oppose, strongly oppose establishing a commission to oversee the visa program? 

Q52 

All 
Cong 
Undec 

Gender Party ID Age Region 

M F Dem Ind Rep 18-49 50-64 65+ NE MW S W 

Difference +38 +29 +30 +44 +48 +37 +29 +41 +34 +35 +39 +32 +40 +40 

Total Support 68 63 64 71 73 67 64 70 66 65 69 65 69 69 

Strongly support 31 30 31 31 35 30 28 29 31 39 37 31 30 31 

Somewhat support 36 33 33 40 37 36 36 41 35 26 32 35 39 38 

Total Oppose 30 34 34 27 25 30 35 29 32 30 30 33 29 29 

Somewhat oppose 13 15 13 12 12 12 15 15 11 10 16 15 11 11 

Strongly oppose 17 19 20 14 13 19 20 14 21 20 14 18 18 17 

Don’t know 2 3 2 2 2 3 1 1 2 6 1 2 3 3 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
 

Read Down 
% of 

All 
Cong 

Undec 

Initial Reform Ballot (Q39) 
Congressional 

Ballot 

Strongly 
support 

Support Oppose 
Dem 
Cand 

Rep 
Cand 

Total 100 24 42 72 27 40 36 

REGION 

NE 17 17 13 15 20 17 17 

MW 26 29 24 25 28 25 25 

S 35 37 42 38 28 31 38 

W 22 17 20 21 24 27 20 

GENDER 
Men 48 54 55 50 44 44 49 

Women 52 46 45 50 56 56 51 

PARTY ID 

Dem 35 22 32 33 40 72 3 

Ind 35 59 34 35 34 26 28 

Rep 30 19 34 32 26 1 68 

AGE 

18-49 53 48 45 51 58 57 52 

50-64 29 32 31 30 27 26 30 

65+ 18 20 24 19 15 17 18 

AGE 2 
<60 72 70 65 71 77 74 70 

60+ 28 30 35 29 23 26 29 

IDEOLOGY 

Lib 22 12 17 21 26 44 5 

Mod 32 40 30 29 38 35 22 

Cons 42 41 50 46 34 18 70 

MARITAL STATUS 
Marrd 60 64 58 60 58 52 65 

Not Marrd 40 34 41 39 42 48 34 

RACE 
White 74 78 73 75 72 61 86 

Non-white 24 19 24 24 26 39 12 

EMPLOYMENT 

Emplyd 57 58 53 58 56 58 56 

Not Emplyd 19 18 19 18 23 20 20 

Retired 23 24 27 23 21 22 23 

EDUCATION 
<Coll 57 53 67 61 47 58 59 

Coll+ 42 46 32 39 53 42 41 

INCOME 
<50K 44 41 46 44 42 48 41 

50K+ 48 48 46 48 49 45 52 

LIKELY VOTE 
Abs Crtn 55 54 60 55 54 51 60 

V Lkly/Poss 45 46 40 45 46 49 40 

08 PRES VOTE 
Obama 51 47 42 46 63 91 10 

McCain 43 41 52 48 32 6 85 

MII 

Econ 66 66 65 66 68 72 60 

H/C 33 33 28 30 41 44 21 

Edu 18 18 12 16 25 24 11 

Iraq 19 16 20 21 16 24 16 

2010 CONG 
ELECTION 

Dem Cand 40 0 33 37 46 100 0 

Rep Cand 36 0 43 40 28 0 100 

DK 24 100 24 23 26 0 0 
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PERSUASION INDEX 
 
The following table compares the initial ballot (Q39) with the ballot after we tested a Pro Reform Messages 
(Q50).  We compare the initial margin (Margin #1) with the subsequent margin (Margin #2) to calculate a 
change in the margin (∆).  We then multiply the change by the size of the group as a percentage of all 
voters; that produces a number (persuasion index).  We then divide by 100 that produces a number 
(persuasion value).  Both, we can use to compare the upside potential that exists within demographic 
groups such as gender or geography, and it shows us how many points of ballot movement we get from 
each subgroup. 
 
 

Read Across 
 % 
of 
All 

Initial Ballot 
(Q39) 

Margin 
#1 

Pro Reform Ballot 
(Q50) 

Margin 
#2 

Δ 
Persuasion 

Value 
Support Oppose Support Oppose 

Total 100 72 27 45 79 21 58 13 13 

REGION 

NE 17 65 31 34 78 21 57 23 4 

MW 26 70 29 41 75 23 52 11 3 

S 35 78 21 57 82 17 65 8 3 

W 22 69 29 40 77 22 55 15 3 

GENDER 
Men 48 74 25 49 80 19 61 12 6 

Women 52 70 28 42 77 22 55 13 7 

PARTY ID 

Dem 35 67 31 36 73 26 47 11 4 

Ind 35 73 25 48 79 20 59 11 4 

Rep 30 76 23 53 84 15 69 16 5 

AGE 

18-49 53 70 29 41 79 21 58 17 9 

50-64 29 73 25 48 77 22 55 7 2 

65+ 18 75 23 52 81 17 64 12 2 

AGE 2 
<60 72 70 28 42 77 22 55 13 9 

60+ 28 75 22 53 81 17 64 11 3 

IDEOLOGY 

Lib 22 67 31 36 69 31 38 2 0 

Mod 32 67 32 35 80 20 60 25 8 

Cons 42 78 21 57 84 15 69 12 5 

MARITAL STATUS 
Marrd 60 72 26 46 80 19 61 15 9 

Not Marrd 40 71 28 43 76 23 53 10 4 

RACE 
White 74 73 26 47 80 19 61 14 10 

Non-white 24 69 28 41 75 25 50 9 2 

EMPLOYMENT 

Emplyd 57 72 26 46 81 19 62 16 9 

Not Emplyd 19 68 31 37 74 26 48 11 2 

Retired 23 73 25 48 78 21 57 9 2 

EDUCATION 
<Coll 57 76 22 54 82 17 65 11 6 

Coll+ 42 66 33 33 74 25 49 16 7 

INCOME 
<50K 44 73 26 47 81 19 62 15 7 

50K+ 48 72 27 45 78 21 57 12 6 

LIKELY VOTE 
Abs Crtn 55 72 26 46 76 22 54 8 4 

V Lkly/Poss 45 72 27 45 81 19 62 17 8 

08 PRES VOTE 
Obama 51 65 33 32 72 27 45 13 7 

McCain 43 80 20 60 87 13 74 14 6 

MII 

Econ 66 71 27 44 79 21 58 14 9 

H/C 33 64 33 31 73 26 47 16 5 

Edu 18 63 37 26 71 29 42 16 3 

Iraq 19 78 22 56 84 16 68 12 2 
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Read Across 
 % 
of 
All 

Initial Ballot 
(Q39) 

Margin 
#1 

Pro Reform Ballot 
(Q50) 

Margin 
#2 

Δ 
Persuasion 

Value 
Support Oppose Support Oppose 

Total 100 72 27 45 79 21 58 13 13 

2010 CONG 
ELECTION 

Dem Cand 40 67 31 36 71 28 43 7 3 

Rep Cand 36 79 21 58 86 12 74 16 6 

DK 24 69 28 41 79 20 59 18 4 

ECON CONDITION 
Exc/Good/Fair 37 72 27 45 80 19 61 16 6 

Poor 62 72 26 46 78 21 57 11 7 

US ECON PROBS 

Few Probs 10 77 21 56 89 10 79 23 2 

Recession 66 71 27 44 77 22 55 11 7 

Depression 22 71 28 43 77 22 55 12 3 

PERS ECON 

Ahead 9 54 46 8 70 29 41 33 3 

Same 56 76 22 54 81 18 63 9 5 

Behind 35 69 29 40 77 22 55 15 5 

US WAGES 

Increasing 8 79 20 59 86 11 75 16 1 

Decreasing 53 71 29 42 78 21 57 15 8 

Same 36 74 25 49 78 21 57 8 3 

US ECON 

Better 26 69 30 39 77 22 55 16 4 

Worse 43 72 27 45 76 22 54 9 4 

No Change 29 75 24 51 85 15 70 19 6 

 
 


